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Club, city, civic league sf

In a city brimming with
waterways, rowing or crew,
is the Rodney Dangerfield of
sports. Despite its Olympic
status, it is unrecognized
by the Virginia High School
League and most citizens.

But several Beach high
schools have crew clubs,
including Cox, First Colonial
and Cape Henry Collegiate.

Wimps need not apply. To
participate you need the car-
diovascular fitness of a cross
country skier and the mental
fortitude of a marathon run-
ner.

You also need an expensive,
skinny boat that can be 66 feet
long. And that's where the
trouble begins. Finding a place
to store and launch these bal-
listic beauties, called shells, is
a nightmare.

In March 2000, representa-
tives from local rowing clubs
met with the city at Cox High
School and petitioned for a
facility from which they can
safely launch their boats.
Known then as the Virginia
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The Cox Crew team practices in Dey Cove, just off Broad Bay. Pictured are: John Schreiber, left, Chris C
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1l at odds over launch site
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Rehom, Kyle Martin, Eric Bonney, John Harrison, Ben Vartabedian and Mark Neils.

Beach Kowing Club, the group
is now called the Great Neck
Joint Site Committee.

The city seemed eager to
help, and began surveying
possible launch locations. Any
long-term launch site must
have room for the clubs’ 40-

toot floating dock and a boat
storage facility, parking for as
many as 80 team members and
a channel wide and straight
enough for the rowers.

One by one, the sites failed
to meet minimum criteria.
Munden Point would be per-

rect, except 1t's so far away
that daily practice would be
impossible. Using the city’s
boat ramp next to the Lesner
Bridge is impossible due to
strong currents in the inlet.
GNJSC chairperson Karen
Hollifield said access to the
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Lynnhaven Kiver, with 1ts 26
miles of navigable waterways,
is the perfect solution. And
the best launch site would be
Great Neck District Park.

The city disagrees. A site
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need for parking, Hollifield
said Cox Principal Brian Mat-
ney has given permission to
use school property. GNJSC
is also exploring options for
boat storage on Cox property,
which is adjacent to the park.

What they can't seem to
overcome is civic league oppo-
sition. The Shorehaven Civic
League, which borders Great
Neck District Park on the
north and south, has submitted
a petition opposing the plan. It
is signed by 98 percent of the
approximately 150 homeown-
ers.

Civic league president Ted
Gardner said it has nothing to
do with the kids.

“Good God no,” he said.
“There is no opposition to the
kids or their cause. There is
nothing any more beautiful
than rowing.”

But he is equally adamant
that the site won't work. He
lives on that water and he sees



